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The 2022 Approved Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan is the approved area master plan for Planning Areas 
71A, 71B, 74A, and 74B. The Approved Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan supersedes the 2006 Approved 
Master Plan for Bowie and Vicinity and the 2010 Approved Bowie State MARC Station Sector Plan. This plan amends 
portions of the 2014 Plan Prince George’s 2035 Approved General Plan (Plan 2035) and other Countywide functional 
master plans within Planning Areas 71A, 71B, 74A, and 74B. 

This master plan was formulated over a 17-month period, guided by a detailed Public Participation Plan that 
included meetings with, and feedback from, residents, property owners, business owners, public agencies, and other 
stakeholders. This master plan contains the community’s vision for Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity along with goals, 
policies, and strategies to implement the vision through the eight planning elements identified in Plan 2035 as well as 
an additional element, Comprehensive Zoning.

The 2022 Approved Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan recommends directing future growth to the 
Plan 2035-designated Bowie Local Town Center (at the US 50/301 and MD 3 interchange) and Bowie State 
University MARC Campus Center, expanding economic development opportunities along MD 450 at Free State 
Shopping Center/Bowie Marketplace, and the Collington Local Employment Area, revitalizing Old Town Bowie, 
and strategically investing along US 301/MD 3, MD 450, and MD 197. The plan recommends preserving rural 
character and sensitive environmental features within the County’s Rural and Agricultural Area. The plan includes 
land use concepts and illustrative sketches for parts of Bowie Local Town Center, Bowie State University MARC 
Campus Center, Old Town Bowie, and Free State Shopping Center/Bowie Marketplace. The plan also includes an 
implementation matrix, clearly illustrating the timeline, and necessary partnerships to implement the vision for 
Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity over the next 25 years. 
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Foreword

The Prince George’s County Planning Board of The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission is 
pleased to make available the 2022 Approved Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan. This plan:

•	 Provides a vision for the City of Bowie and portions of the Mitchellville and Collington areas and describes how 
the plan area will grow and evolve over the next 25 years.

•	 Recommends creation of a university-focused, mixed-use community at the Bowie State University MARC 
Campus Center. 

•	 Identifies strategies to achieve economic success for this area of Prince George’s County by recommending an 
increased mix of land uses at the Bowie Local Town Center, expanding economic development opportunities at 
the Free State Shopping Center/Bowie Marketplace area along MD 450 (Annapolis Road) and at the Collington 
Local Employment Area, revitalizing Old Town Bowie, and strategically investing along US 301/MD 3 (Robert 
Crain Highway), MD 450 (Annapolis Road), and MD 197 (Collington/Laurel Bowie Road). 

•	 Recommends expansion of employment opportunities in critical growth industries, such as health care, higher 
education, and transportation, logistics, and warehousing, at Bowie Local Town Center, BSU MARC Campus 
Center, and the Collington Local Employment Area.

•	 Recommends the creation of a more diverse housing stock that attracts new residents while retaining 
existing ones.

•	 Recommends continued preservation and protection of important environmental resources and scenic, rural, 
and agricultural areas. 

This is a comprehensive master plan that contains recommendations for Land Use and Comprehensive Zoning, 
Economic Prosperity, Transportation and Mobility, Natural Environment, Housing and Neighborhoods, Community 
Heritage, Culture, and Design, Healthy Communities, and Public Facilities specific to Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity, 
and a matrix that identifies the time frame and responsible entities for implementation. The plan is organized by 
plan element and then further organized by geographic area, with policies and strategies applicable to the entire plan 
area, followed by policies and strategies applicable to Plan 2035 Growth Policy Areas and Centers, and other policies 
and strategies applicable to key opportunity areas and corridors. 

The Prince George’s County Planning Board and the District Council held a duly advertised joint public hearing 
on October 4, 2021 to solicit comments from property owners and residents. All comments and recommendations 
presented at the public hearing became a matter of public record. The Bowie-Mitchellville and Vicinity Master Plan 
was approved by the District Council on March 8, 2022.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth M. Hewlett, Chairman 
Prince George’s County Planning Board




