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majority of Montgomery and Prince George’s Counties: the Maryland-Washington Regional District
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quare miles, while the Metropolitan District (parks)
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the physical development of the Maryland-Washington Regional District;
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the county government. All local plans, recommendations on zoning amendments, administration of
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NATIVE PLANTS OF PRINCE GEORGE’S COUNTY, MARYLAND

The Natural Resources Division of The Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning
Commission encourages the planting of native species for reforestation, afforestation and
landscaping projects. To facilitate this goal, we have compiled this list of native plants and their
characteristics. As you use the list please feel free to contact us with comments and questions.

WHY USE NATIVE PLANTS?

As our local woodland is disturbed by home building and other development activities,
non-native (that is, exotic, alien, naturalized or cultivar) and invasive plants gain a foothold and
change the character of our local landscapes. Conserving and reintroducing our native plants
can help us recapture our regional character. There are also biological advantages to native
plant communities:

Native plants are naturally adapted to the local environment.

Native plants have lower maintenance and watering requirements.

Native plant communities are more diverse in nature, perpetuating biodiversity.
Native plant communities serve both our human desire for attractive landscaping
and our native wildlife’s requirements for food, shelter and habitat.

The use, conservation and preservation of native plants is often called "common sense
gardening and landscaping.”

DEFINITION OF A "NATIVE PLANT"

Although many people can readily agree to the idea of planting or protecting native
plants, it is harder to agree on the exact definition of a native plant. In general, a plant can be
considered a native plant if it is:

A plant species that originates or occurs naturally in a particular region, as verified by
observation and literature, and that has not been introduced from somewhere else by
humans.

Based on this definition, we encourage the planting and preservation of species that are
indigenous, as well as some regionally native species that have adapted naturally (without man's
intervention) to our County's ecosystem through the years. They do not include exotic, alien or
cultivated species, and we strongly discourage the use of invasive species, whether native or
non-native. The Maryland Department of Natural Resources Natural Heritage Program
publishes a list of the invasive exotic plants that threaten Maryland’s natural ecosystems.

SOURCES FOR NATIVE PLANTS

We suggest the following sources for native plants. Plants obtained by these methods
are more likely to survive our local conditions and be compatible with our local native
populations:

. Native plants should be purchased from commercial suppliers whose stock plants
or seed sources are from our coastal zone vegetation region. To find the most
suitable plants, one could narrow the selection of nurseries even more to those
whose stock plants or seeds are from somewhere within 50 miles of Prince
George's County, but this may not always be practical. Plants and seeds from
the Delmarva Peninsula could also be considered as native stock. Reference is
made to the Maryland Native Plant Society for a list of nurseries.



. Sometimes, if the timing is right, native plants can be transplanted, or "salvaged,"
from local development sites prior to their destruction.
. Native plants can be propagated from seeds collected from local plants.

NOTE: Be sure to get permission from landowners before salvaging plants or collecting seeds
on property other than your own.
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SOME HINTS FOR SUCCESSFULLY USING NATIVE PLANTS:

Generally, the best route to follow when choosing plants for a project is to find a similar
site nearby and mimic the native species you see growing there.

Choose the right plants for a given location, matching the biological characteristics of the
plants to the physical characteristics of the site. Refer to the summaries of plant and site
characteristics in the Prince George's County native plant list.

A preponderance of exotics and invasives on your site indicates a disturbed ecosystem,
and natives may not survive unless you correct the underlying problems first.

Don't be discouraged if the first nursery you visit does not have many natives. More and
more nurseries are carrying native species and will help you with your selection.

For every showy exotic plant, there are native alternatives. Save the showy exotic
ornamentals for isolated spots near your house, and choose showy natives (or other
natives) for planting near woodlands or in areas that will be mass planted, such as
reforestation projects.

Here are some guidelines on what NOT to plant:

- Invasive species, native or otherwise. Refer to the Maryland Department of
Natural Resources Natural Heritage Program’s list of invasive exotics and, for
native invasives, refer to the Prince George’s County native plant list's
miscellaneous remarks column.

- Exotic species from faraway places, unless they will be contained in a restricted
or urban area where they will not spread into native forests.

- Species that are harmful in other ways to the local ecosystem.

- Species that will take hours of maintenance, gallons of water and lots of fertilizer
and chemicals to ensure their survival.

Plant and landscape according to your COMMON SENSE.
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Glossa efinitions
alien plant

cultivar

cultivated plant

endemic plant

exotic plant

indigenous plant

invasive plant

native plant

naturalized plant

non-native plant

Non-native, including exotic and cultivated plants.
Horticulturally selected species.
Agricultural plant.

Native plant whose distribution is restricted to a certain region or
locality.

Species that would not normally occur and reproduce in a given
area, but that has been introduced. These species can become
invasive and very disruptive to an ecosystem.

Produced, growing or living naturally in a particular local area.

Plant that grows so fast and aggressively that it eliminates other
species and reduces biodiversity.

(See text, “Definition of a ‘Native Plant’™)

Plant that has been introduced and has then become common in
an area through reproduction.

Exotic, cultivated or alien plant.
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KEY TO ENTRIES : "NATIVE PLANTS OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND"

Species:

Plants are listed alphabetically by Latin name; Common names appear in next column.

Moisture Regime:
above HT
dry
emerg

inun
intol

irr

mod

moi
near HT
perim
reg

sea
submerg

tol
wd
wet

Wetland Indicator:

occurs above high tide
prefers or does well on dry sites

emergent herbaceous aquatic vegetation rooted in sediment with leaves
and stems usually above water's surface

withstands long periods of inundation

does not tolerate wide range of soil moisture regimes
withstands irregular/occasional periods of inundation
prefers moderate amount of soil moisture, but not saturation
prefers or grows best on moist sites

occurs near high tide

along edge or perimeter of stream or pond

withstands regular periods of innundation

tolerates seasonal saturation of soil

submergent aquatic vegetation that is free floating or rooted in soil with
leaves and stems floating on surface or underwater

tolerates a wide range of soil moisture regimes
prefers well-drained soils
prefers or grows best on wet sites

These definitions of wetland indicator categories are taken from the 1989 Federal Manual for
Identifying and Delineating Jurisdictional Wetlands.

FAC
FAC+
FAC-

FACU
FACU+
FACU-

FACW
FACW+
FACW-

- Facultative: Equally likely to occur in wetlands or non wetlands (estimated

probability: 34%-66%).
At higher end of Facultative range
At lower end of Facultative range

Facultative Upland: Usually occur in non wetlands (estimated probability:
67%-99%), but occasionally found in wetlands (estimated probability
1%-33%).

At higher end of Facultative Upland range

At lower end of Facultative Upland range

Facultative Wetland: Usually occur in wetlands (estimated probability:
67%-99%), but occasionally found in non wetlands.

At higher end of Facultative Wetland range
At lower end of Facultative Wetland range
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OBL

upP

Obligate Wetland: Occur almost always (estimated probability: >99%)
under natural conditions in wetlands.

Obligate Upland: Occur in wetlands in another region, but almost always
(estimated probability: >99% under natural conditions in non wetlands in
Prince George's County.

Indicator unknown or species not on National List of Wetland Plants;
probably upland plant.

pH: pH range preferred by plant is noted

acid is
neutral is
alkaline is

Wildlife Value:
b
be
c
f
fi
h
invert
nd
sb
tur
w
wf

<7.0
7.0
>7.0

attracts butterflies

attracts bees

cover and/or nesting sites, including cavity nesting
good general food source for birds and mammals
important as fish habitat

attracts hummingbirds

important as habitat for invertebrates

deer do not like much

special attraction for songbirds

preferred food of box turtles

important winter food

important to waterfowl

Preferred Sites and Applications:

DS
DW
ED
F

FP
H
HWT
MAR
MEA
MW
0
OF
PD
PK

disturbed sites

dry woods

edge

firewood, fuelwood

floodplain or bottomlands

hedgerow

hedgerow, woods, thickets, mass plantings
marshes '

meadows

moist woods; usually well drained

good for ornamental and landscaping situations
old or open field

around ponds

parking lots

Native Plants of Prince George’s County, Maryland



PGST
RW
STR
SW
T

U

uP
URB
w
WET
XMAS

Preferred Light:
SuU
PS
SH
SU/SH

listed on Prince George's County recommended street tree list
rich woods; usually well drained
streamside

swamps

timber or other marketable product
okay for under utilities

upland

good in urban settings

woods

often used for wetland planting projects
used or marketed as Christmas trees

full sun; intolerant of shade; prefers sun

partial shade ; tolerates or prefers some shade; "intermediate" tolerance
shade; tolerates or prefers shade

can grow in full sun or shade; adaptable species

Special Environmental Tolerances:

sH4ogxnvgo>

air pollution

drought tolerant

disease and/or insect resistant

poor soils that have low level of nutrients
road salts

restricted root zone

sea salt

transplants well

wind-firm

Specific Pr'oblembs for Species:

A
DI
FR
IN
PO
RT
T
w
WI
WO

air pollution

disease

fruits may be objectionable in urban or high-traffic areas
insect infestation

sensitive to pollutants

intrusive roots

does not transplant well

weak wood; branches break easily

susceptible to windthrow

very sensitive to wounding and disturbance

Flowers:  Month or range of months to expect flowering; varies with site conditions
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Fruits: Month or range of months to expect fruit maturation

Growth:  Speed at which species grows under "normal" site conditions; In general, and unless

otherwise noted, fast growing species are short-lived, and slow growing species are
long-lived.

Miscellaneous Remarks:

Miscellaneous comments about particular species.

adapt. species adapts to a wide range of site conditions
bank stab. good for bank stabilization
bunch gr. bunch grass, grows in bunches, which is better for tree seedlings
GC groundcover
per. perennial
reclam. used in reclamation, including mine sites
str. stabilization  stream stabilization
wiwildfl. good for use with wildflowers
windbr. works well when planted as a windbreak
Availability:

10

Whether the species is widely, occasionally or not available at all from regional sources. If a
species is listed as rare, it should not be planted, because the genetic source of the nursery
plant will probably not be the same as naturally occurring plants.

- Native Plants of Prince George’s County, Maryland



NATIVE PLANTS OF PRINCE GEORGE'S COUNTY, MARYLAND ’ ‘ :

Preferred ' Special
Species (Latin name) Species (common name) Moisture Wetland pH Wildlife Sites and Preferred Environ. Specific Flowers Fruits Growth Miscellaneous Avail-
Regime Indicator Values = Applications Light Tolerances Problems Remarks ability

LARGE CONIFEROUS OR EVERGREEN TREES - CAN GROW 50 TO 100+ FEET TALL

Pitch Pine

Loblolly Pine reclam., screening, bank stab., windbr., adapt.

FP,S,TI,URB,W.WET ) ’ .F ) fall color, bank stab, long-lived, adapt., deciduous

T. canadensis Eastern Hemlock irr,moi,wd brittie, long-lived

*opinions differ on native status

LARGE HARDWOOD TREES - CAN GROW 50 TO 100+ FEET TALL

Red maple \ FP,PK,PGST,STR,URB,WET

strong wood, intol. to drought

tolerant, reclam., shade tree, bank stab., fall color
Jul-Jan mod to fast reclam., pioneer, very adapt., tol. clay/acid, fall color

DLIN,RT,WW

Scaﬁet Ok mod-fast

lla True Cherrybark Oak
Swamp Chestnut Oak, Basket Oak ood forage, used for baskets
Feb-May mod-fast v plant spring, strong wood, adapt., needs dry gr. sea.

Northern Red Oak strong wood, fall color, wind, shade, ornamental

Post Oak
R,TPD,S tol., reclam., windfirm, bank stab., N-fixer, short-lived

American Basswood, Linden

U. rubra Slippery Elm T moi FAC 6.57.0 f FP.HOFMWRW,STR  SH.,PS AT DIIN Apr-May May-Jun mod * tolerant, adaptable, rare occ



Preferred Special
Species (Latin name) Species (common name) Moisture Wetland pH Wildlife Sites and Preferred Environ. Specific Flowers Fruits Growth Miscellaneous Avail-
Regime Indicator Values Applications Light Tolerances Problems Remarks

SMALL TREES - 15 to 40 FEET TALL - MOST ARE FLOWERING/FRUITING TREES

Amelanchier canadensi anadi cfndsb  EDFPMW.UPWWET ' " ‘May-Ju _Early Sum

A. intermedia
imma triloba
Castanea pumila

Chionathus rgin

short-lived, not comon

ED,HWT,OF May-Jun Sep-Aug

adaptable, fall color, white flowers, reclam.

R

Kalmia latifolia

ogen fixer, dense, male/female plants

A. melanocarpa

ehalanthus occident n v ‘ -1-0. STR SWWET

-

Corylus americana American Hazelnut, American Filbert

American Witch Hazel

Swar;)g Rose

5 bl

i

bbanlg sta




Preferred : Special
Species (Latin name) Species (common name) Moisture " Wetland pH Wildlife Sites and Preferred - Environ. Specific Flowers Fruits Growth Miscellaneous Avail-
Regime Indicator Values Applications Light Tolerances Problems Remarks ability

OBL

Possum

g

V. nudum MW, SW,WET

-Haw Vibur.,, Smooth Withero

adds nitrogen, fragrant ,any soil, erosion

Sandy rocky slopes, Rare, DO NOT PLANT
e ‘
R

Broad-leaf Meadowsweet i ] ( ‘ ‘ Summer
Lowbush Bluebei ‘ N ‘ ' ’ o o B ) o ' ) b o B ‘ - berries late summer
Highbush Bluebe o "HWT,MW,OF SWWET o ' " berries late summer _

V. stamineum ‘ Deerberry, Squaw-Hucklebe ' ' ‘ ‘ ) ' . berries late summr

Viburnum acerifolium  Maple-Leaved Arrowwood/Viburum  wd uP 6.07.0 b.be EDW SH May-Jun berries ' YES

ACCENTS AND LOW EVERGREEN SHRUBS

R. canescens Hoary, Sweet Azalea oCC

I color

R. viscosum Swamp Azalea PD,RW,STR,SW,WET Jun-dul fragrant, prune after flowering YES

EVERGREEN SHADY GROUNDCOVERS

4.0-6.0 ' perennial, nice with rhodos., red berries

perennial, GC, red berries, i

Senecio aureus Golden Ragwort ' moiwet  FACW i ' MWSW  SUPS o Apr-May GC, moist meadows YES

‘DECIDUOUS SHADY GROUNDCOVERS

ED,HWT,RW clinging vine, crimson fall color, rocky banks, vigor.  YES

Uwularia sessilfolia  Spreading or Sessile-leaf Bellwort  moi FACU- 5.0-6.0 MW ) SH T . o CApr-dun ‘ ' " perennial GC, plant in fall ’ " occ

WILDFLOWERS (Many of these can be used in woodland gardens or meadows.)

or Thimb

tas

i ?:ﬁ 41;%\ f%‘&’i% @,@g%

orange ﬁwe péferimaf. urb. mead\

A. divaricatus

A.\ lateriflorus ‘ L

ter
Tsmens
o



Preferred Special

Species (Latin name) Species (common name) Moisture Wetland pH Wiidlife Sites and : Preferred Environ. . Specific Flowers Fruits Growth Miscellaneous Avail-
Regime Indicator Values Applications Light Tolerances Problems Remarks ability
.Cimicifuga racemosa _Black Snakeroot ) moi ) ) o . ) [ perennial, tall height, mass planti

Geranium maculatum  Wild Gnim. Purple Crane's Bill
Hatica americana Round-| tica

Houstonia caerulea Innocence, I

Liatris graminifolia Star
L um \nadese

ED,MW,OP WET

Jacob's Ladder
Black-eyed Susan

urea  Pitcher Plant

Skunk Cab

Blue Vervain ] ‘ ‘ rr,mod,w » perennial, rock garden, Gi

Violets T 4070 b HWT SU/SH Mar-Jun perennial, GC for marginal sites ' " YES



Preferred ) ~ Special '
. Environ. Specific Flowers Fruits Growth Miscellaneous
Remarks ability

pH Wildlife Sites and ' Preferred '
' Tolerances Problems

Moisture Wetland
Values Applications

Species (Latin name) Species (common name)
Regime Indicator

FERNS AND SPOREBEARING PLANTS (can be used in woodland gardens, meadows, understory plantings and as groundcovers)

o8

ea Cinnamon

esy to grow. prea well

s

ot 2
uilinu
Jul-Oct

FACW+  acid nd ,

Célastrhé seedéns

:

Poison l

May-Jun Sep

Carex crinita

sU
.
S

Red Fescue
otteh < S : R = B TR T : .
removes metal

wet meadows,

Spiraling o . .
sub/emerg _— \\gg%%i“%m . . » : — y :
- - ) ‘ r, tolel
_ » , i » o o _
. t Y§S

Lemna sp
S R T Sang e %
i catie
- s S 5 S o §~§§ o = :
s e 2% i 5 i e i £ § A o

i i R s

. us perennial
N . ) : . LI . ) SRT— ; . ¢ il ittle
: S g’” K‘ R ey i S 5&{%‘?2 W%

AW : =
G

Pickerelweed
sU v e

—
T
TN R




Species (Latin name) Species (common name)

Moisture
Regime

Wetland
Irdicator

pH

Wildlife
Values

Preferred
Sites and Preferred
Applications Light

Special
Environ.
Tolerances

Specific
Problems

Miscellaneous Avail-
Remarks ability

Flowers Fruits Growth

i

Scuus i:ynnus

Tns flavus

Yucca filamentosa

OBL

MAR WET

MAR SWWET

izer. removes Is. tolerates

gressive nizer removes pollutants, herb

Jun-Jul

urban meadow, ndy soil, evergreen
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