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PERMIT REVIEW SECTION

14741 Governor Oden Bowie Drive, Upper Marlboro Md. 20772
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Permit Reviewer:
Michelle Hughes
31673-2012-U
Telephone Number:
(301) 952-5409
October 25, 2012
Fax Number:
(301) 952-4141

Permit Status:
www.mncppc.org
APPROVED 10/26/12 (MTH)
The following comments were generated from permit review.  Any questions or concerns regarding the following comments should be directed to the reviewer.  For permit status, please direct your call to the appropriate phone number provided above. 

Further review and comments may be generated when the appropriate or additional information has been submitted.  Revised plans and required information must be submitted to the Permit Review Section.
1. This permit application is for a religious-church and convent in the M-U-I Development District Overlay Zone of the Central US 1 Corridor Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment. A church is a permitted use in the M-U-I Development District Overlay Zone of the Central US 1 Corridor Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment. The convent is also a permitted use in the M-U-I Development District Overlay Zone of the Central US 1 Corridor Sector Plan and Sectional Map Amendment. Per my conversation with the tenant the convent use is actually a person that is living in the building to take care of the property which does not appear to meet the definition of either a convent or parsonage. This would be considered a dwelling above a commercial use which is not listed in the Table of Uses for the MUI in the DDO Zone therefore prohibited. 10/25/12 – Applicant is operating a church and monastery at this location with 5 monk residents in the upper level and 50 seats for the church in the lower level.
A convent is defined as:
1. A community of persons devoted to religious life under a superior. 

2. A society or association of monks, friars, or nuns: now usually used of a society of nuns. 

3. The building or buildings occupied by such a society; a monastery or nunnery.
Church Parsonage is a place where the minster and his family live. It is owned by the church and all expenses are paid for by the church.
I called and left a message for the applicant Dianna Reed-Frimpong to discuss the above permit comments. I also emailed the comments to the applicant at landusebydesign@gmail.com.
10/26/12 – Per my conversation with the applicant Dianna Red-Frimpong the convent/monastery is actually 5 monks/trustees that will live in the upper level of the building. There will be 5 bedrooms with church administrative office and a conference room. The monks will have access to the kitchen that is on the lower level. The church assembly will be located on the lower level for 75 seats. The parking requirement for a church is 1 parking space per every 4 seats which would require 18.75 parking spaces. The parking required for the convent/monastery is 1 parking space required for every 2 residents which would require 2.5 parking spaces. Total parking required for the site is 21.25 less 20% joint use reduction (-4.25) equals 17 total parking spaces required for the site. According to the site plan there are only 14 parking spaces provided on the site therefore the site does not have adequate parking for these uses. The applicant can reduce the number of seats for the church to 50 seats which would meet the parking requirements for the site. I emailed the updated permit comments to Dianna Reed-Frimpong at landusebydesign@gmail.com.
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