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1. Name of Property
(indicate preferred name)


  historic
House at Hill’s Landing Site (preferred)

other
Hill Tenant Building
2. Location 
   street and number
5802 Green Landing Road


  

not for publication 

city, town
Upper Marlboro


  

vicinity

county
Prince George's
3. Owner of Property
(give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name
George M. Sliker

street and number
5810 Green Landing Road
telephone
     

city, town
Upper Marlboro
state
MD
zip code
20772-7606
4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc.
Prince George's County Courthouse
liber
9225
folio
444

city, town
Upper Marlboro
tax map
102
tax parcel
58
tax ID number
03 0235333
5. Primary Location of Additional Data


  

 Contributing Resource in National Register District

 

  

 Contributing Resource in Local Historic District



  

 Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register



  

 Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register

 

  

 Recorded by HABS/HAER



  

 Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

 

X

 Other:

Maryland-National Capital Park and Planning Commission, Prince George's County Planning Department







6. Classification

Category               Ownership         Current Function                                                Resource Count

  
district

  
public

  
agriculture

  
landscape






Contributing    

Noncontributing

  
building(s)

X
private

  
commerce/trade

  
recreation/culture

    


    

 buildings

  
structure 

  
both

  
defense

  
religion

    


1

 sites

X
site

  
domestic

  
social

    


    

 structures

  
object

  
education

  
transportation

    


    
   objects


  
funerary

  
work in progress

0


1

 Total


  
government

  
unknown


  
health care

  
vacant/not in use

  Number of Contributing Resources


  
industry

X
other:
site

previously listed in the Inventory





1


7. Description
        Inventory No. PG: 82B-001


Condition


  

 excellent

  

 deteriorated


  

 good

X

 ruins


  

 fair

  

 altered


Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it exists today.

The House at Hill’s Landing Site is located at 5802 Green Landing Road in Upper Marlboro, Maryland. The sloping lot is sited along the gravel, one-lane Hunt Club Road, located between the site and the Patuxent River. The river is east of the property, and Pennsylvania Avenue (MD 4) crosses the Patuxent River to the north. Mature trees and shrubs line the west bank of the Patuxent River, where a small wooden dock protrudes into the river. Agricultural fields are located to the south, west, and north of the site.
Site
The House at Hill’s Landing is no longer extant. The structure has been reduced to a small pile of bricks and wood rubble. The footprint of the house is no longer distinguishable. The House at Hill’s Landing was one of the few early-nineteenth-century tenant houses still standing in Prince George’s County before it was destroyed in 1998. 
During the 1985 on-site survey, the one-room-deep building was described as being in fair condition. Set on a brick pier foundation and facing east towards the Patuxent River, the one-and-one-half-story, three-bay dwelling had a side-gabled roof. The building was clad in gray asphalt shingles while the side-gable roof was covered in corrugated metal. A one-story, two-bay shed-roof porch on the façade (east elevation) was serviced by wooden steps. The porch’s integrity of materials and workmanship had been diminished at the 1985 survey due to its poor condition. An interior brick chimney pierced the ridge line of the roof. Fenestration consisted of 2/2 windows on the first story and three four-light windows on the second story. In a photograph taken during the 1985 on-site survey, the exterior hand-cut siding of the original portion of the building is clearly visible on the south interior wall of the kitchen and the bedroom above it.
 A one-story, one-bay addition had been constructed on the south gable end.
Integrity
The House at Hill’s Landing does not retain sufficient integrity to convey its significance as an example of the economic and architectural heritage of Prince George’s County. The building was destroyed by fire in 1998, and thus has lost its integrity of feeling, materials, design, setting, location, workmanship, and association. The site may retain archaeological potential. Overall, the House at Hill’s Landing Site has lost its integrity and is nearly indistinguishable from its surroundings.
8. Significance
    Inventory No. PG: 82B-001
Period






Areas of Significance




Check and justify below


  
1600-1699  

  
agriculture

  
economics

  
health/medicine

  
performing arts


  
1700-1799

  
archeology

  
education

  
industry

  
philosophy


X
1800-1899

  
architecture

  
engineering

  
invention

  
politics/government


  
1900-1999

  
art

  
entertainment/

  
landscape architecture

  
religion


  
2000-

  
commerce



  recreation

  
law

  
science






  
communications

  
ethnic heritage

  
literature

  
social history






  
community planning

  
exploration/

  
maritime history

  
transportation






  
conservation



 settlement

  
military

X
other:
Local History

  Specific dates
c. 1825


Architect/Builder

Unknown

  Construction dates  
c. 1825, c. 1998



  Evaluation for:





  

 National Register


  
 Maryland Register



  


not evaluated


Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the history of the resource and its context.  (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form – see manual.) 
Statement of Significance

The House at Hill’s Landing was part of the established small port community of Hill’s Landing, noted on the 1861 Martenet Map of Prince George’s County.
 Although destroyed by fire in 1998, the tenant house reflected the economic viability of the Patuxent River in Prince George’s County during the nineteenth century. The house was an integral part of the Hill’s Landing community, as it housed the tenants associated with the fishing and dock landing on the nearby Patuxent River. It was constructed c. 1825 by William B. Hill, who operated a fishing and boat landing on the Patuxent River just south of where present-day Pennsylvania Avenue (MD 4) crosses the river. The property, including the tenant house, appears never to have been owner-occupied and has remained in the Hill family from the early nineteenth century to the present. Although the tenant house is no longer extant, the site may possess archeological potential. This site does not retain sufficient integrity above-ground to convey its significance as a nineteenth-century structure on an important Prince George’s County landing on the Patuxent River.

Historic Context

The House at Hill’s Landing Site is located to the east of Upper Marlboro, Maryland, and is situated along the western banks of the Patuxent River. The Town of Upper Marlboro, located in central Prince George’s County, was established when the General Assembly of the Province of Maryland passed the “Act for the Advancement of Trade and Erecting Ports and Towns” in 1706 and 1707 in order to establish commercial centers in Maryland.
 The town was already a gathering place for merchants, who often spent their time at Robert Robertson’s tavern, established in 1703.
 Chosen for its location on the Western Branch of the Patuxent River, the area was thought to be a convenient trading location. With its designation as the county seat, Upper Marlboro soon became the social, political, and commercial center of Prince George’s County. Because of its location near the river, in 1747, Upper Marlboro was designated as an inspection site for tobacco. In order to protect the quality of tobacco being shipped to England, all tobacco grown in Maryland had to pass through inspections sites at Nottingham, Piscataway, Upper Marlboro, or Bladensburg before it was allowed to be publicly sold.

The House at Hill’s Landing was built as a tenant house during the early nineteenth century. The building was set on a tract of land known as “Woodland,” the 322.275-acre ancestral plantation of the Hill family.
 The Martenet’s Map of 1861 shows multiple members of the Hill family residing around Upper Marlboro, including William B. Hill who lived just to the north of the tenant house and landing.
 Hill, who owned the property at 5802 Green Landing Road, operated a fishing and boat landing on the Patuxent River, just south of where present-day Pennsylvania Avenue (MD 4) crosses the river. One of the original state roads, Pennsylvania Avenue once ran strictly east-west from Washington, DC through Upper Marlboro, then following what is now Mount Zion Marlboro Road (MD 408) to its end at Solomon’s Island Road (MD 2) in Mount Zion, Maryland.
 Hill took advantage of his strategic position at a crossing on the Patuxent River, which played a vital role in the area’s economy and the transportation of goods. His real estate holdings rose throughout the nineteenth century as documented in the 1850 and 1870 U.S. Federal Censuses. At the time of the 1850 census, Hill had $31,560 worth of real estate holdings, a remarkable sum for the period.
 The 1870 census notes Hill’s holdings had increased to a value of $44,000.
 Hill’s success is further illustrated by the clustering of multiple buildings, including the House at Hill’s Landing, on the 1878 Hopkins Map of Prince George’s County. This substantial growth in wealth is noteworthy due to the fact it took place following the Civil War during the Reconstruction Period (1866-1877). 

Upon his death, William B. Hill stipulated in his will that his property holdings should be divided amongst his heirs, namely his wife, Annie H. Hill, and James H. Hill and Anna M. Hill, the children of his deceased son, William M. Hill.
 Anna M. Hill Brooke was born in September 1871 in Prince George’s County, Maryland, and married William G. Brooke in 1894. At the time of the 1900 U.S. Federal Census, the Brooke family resided in Upper Marlboro with their two children, Anna M. and William H. Brooke.
 Brooke was working as a lawyer at that time. 

In November 1901, the Brookes conveyed the property including the tenant house to Dr. Reverdy S. Sasscer and his wife, Mary.
 Dr. Sasscer was born in 1874 in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, and graduated from the University of Maryland’s Medical School in 1897. He was an active member of the Trinity Church in Upper Marlboro and a Mason and member of the American Medical Association.
 Mary Beale Sasscer was born in April 1878 in Prince George’s County, Maryland. She was the daughter of Helen M. Hill Beale and Buchanan Beale, the deputy United States marshal in Washington, DC appointed by President Grover Cleveland.
 Anna Hill Brooke was the niece of Helen Hill Beale; therefore, the property continued to remain in family hands. Over the next sixty years, the Sasscers would raise their large family, including William H., Reverdy G., Buchanan B., Esther H., Mary B., Henry S., Helen B., and Robert B. Sasscer, on the property at 5802 Green Landing Road.
 

On June 19, 1968, the heirs of Mary B. Sasscer conveyed the property to Robert Y. Clagett, a close relative who acted as a trustee for the property.
 The same day, he transferred the property to Mary B. Sasscer’s daughter-in-law, Rosalie G. Sasscer, the widow of Buchanan Beale Sasscer.
 Buchanan Beale Sasscer, who died in January 1968, had been vice president and cashier of the First National Bank of Southern Maryland and had belonged to the board of directors. Sasscer had also been a charter member and president of the Marlboro Lions Club and a member of the Marlborough Hunt Club, the Marlboro Civic Association, the Southern Maryland Society, and the Prince George’s County Chamber of Commerce. He had served as a staff sergeant in the Army with the 29th Division in England and France for three years during World War II.
 Rosalie Sasscer held the property at 5802 Green Landing Road until 1984, when she conveyed it to her sister-in-law, Helen Beale Sliker (nee Sasscer) and her husband, Captain Roland E. Sliker.
 Sliker, a native of Plainfield, New Jersey, married the former Helen Beale Sasscer in 1942.

In 1993, Roland E. Sliker conveyed the property to his son, George Sliker, the current owner.
 All of the buildings associated with Hill’s Landing are not extant. The House at Hill’s Landing was one of the only few early-nineteenth-century tenant dwellings still standing in Prince George’s County before it was destroyed by fire in 1998. The site is currently owned by George Sliker and his wife, Maggie Sliker, who live on the adjoining lot at 5810 Green Landing Road. Today, the site is overgrown with vegetation.
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10. Geographical Data


  Acreage of surveyed property 

19.895



  Acreage of historical setting

322.275



  Quadrangle name

Bristol


Quadrangle scale:   1:24,000











Verbal boundary description and justification

	The site of the House at Hill’s Landing at 5802 Green Landing Road is located in Upper Marlboro, Maryland, on a 19.895-acre parcel. The eastern boundary of the property is formed by the Patuxent River. Mature trees and shrubs line the river. Farmed fields are situated to the south, west, and north of the site. The City of Upper Marlboro is located due west of the property. The site is associated with Parcel 58 as noted on Tax Map 102.


11. Form Prepared by

 

  name/title
Paul Weishar and Maria Dayton/Architectural Historians
  organization
EHT Traceries, Inc. for M-NCPPC
date
March 2009
  street & number
1121 Fifth Street, NW
telephone
202.393.1199
  city or town
Washington
state
DC

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 

1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only

 and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to:





Maryland Historical Trust

Maryland Department of Planning
100 Community Place

Crownsville, MD  21032-2023

410-514-7600

Chain of Title

Prince George’s County Land Records

Earlier records could not be located.

Will
















William B. Hill to Annie H. Hill, wife, James H. Hill and Anna M. Hill, children of WAJ 1:660











William B. Hill’s deceased son William M. Hill.
Deed 















Anna Hill Brooke and William G. Brooke to Reverdy S. and Mary B. Sasscer.

5:416












November 14, 1901

Deed 















Heirs of Mary B. Sasscer to Robert Y. Clagett.

WWW 3603:92




June 19, 1968
Deed 















Robert Y. Clagett to Rosalie G. Sasscer. (19.895 acres)

WWW 3603:97




June 19, 1968

Deed 















Rosalie G. Sasscer to Roland E. and Helen B. Sliker.

NLP 5823:628





January 4, 1984

Deed 















Roland E. and Helen B. Sliker to Roland E. and Helen B. Sliker.

NLP 7623:526





April 20, 1990

Deed 















Helen B. Sliker to Roland E. Sliker.


VJ 9096:749






September 8, 1993

Deed 















Roland E. Sliker to George Sliker. (19.895 acres)

VJ 9225:444






December 13, 1993
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Photo: House at Hill’s Landing Site, view of site looking southwest. (August 2007)
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Photo: House at Hill’s Landing Site, view from the site looking east towards the Patuxent River. (August 2007)
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Photo: Photographs of House at Hill’s Landing taken during the 1985 on-site survey. (Credit: Susan G. Pearl)
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