Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of
Historic Properties Form

Inventory No. PG 87A-057

1. Name of Property (indicate preferred name)
historic Black Swamp School (preferred)
other Old Poplar Hill School
2. Location
street and number 19011 Croom Road not for publication
city, town Brandywine ___vicinity
county Prince George’s County

3. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Joanne Flynn

street and number 14411 Baden Westwood Road

telephone 301.888.1281

city, town Brandywine state MD

zip code 20613

4. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Prince George’s County

liber 29121 folio 267

city, town Upper Marlboro tax map 174 tax parcel

27 tax ID number 0842906

5. Primary Location of Additional Data

Contributing Resource in National Register District
Contributing Resource in Local Historic District
Determined Eligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Determined Ineligible for the National Register/Maryland Register
Recorded by HABS/HAER
Historic Structure Report or Research Report at MHT

Xx___ Other:__Prince George’s County Planning Department, MNCPPC

6. Classification

Category Ownership Current Function Resource Count

_____district ______public ______agriculture __ landscape Contributing Noncontributing

_ X building(s) __ X private ______commercel/trade ___ recreation/culture 1 buildings

_____structure __ both _____defense __ religion sites

_____site __ domestic __ social 1 structures

___ object ____education ___ transportation objects
_ funerary ______work in progress Total
____government ___unknown
_____health care __X__vacant/not in use Number of Contributing Resources
_____industry _____other: previously listed in the Inventory

0



7. Description Inventory No. PG: 87A-057

Condition

___excellent X__deteriorated

___good __ruins
__fair ___ altered

Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it
exists today.

SUMMARY

The former Black Swamp School, 19011 Croom RoadnBywine, was constructed in 1899 and largely metas original form,
materials, workmanship, location, and setting. @oted to a dwelling after nearly four decades ssheol house, the building sits
close to Croom Road and faces south. Promineniriesibf the property include a large beech tre¢hsast and a large oak
northwest of the building. The school sits abowerttad as the land slopes downward toward theihgilidom the road on the south
and falls away on the east.

DESCRIPTION

The building is of wood frame construction, clachorizontal wood siding with corner boards, andsists of two sections: the 1899
schoolhouse and a later addition. The 1899 setdidime south is composed of a low, one-story vakdilvith a front-gable roof and a
one-story block containing the classroom, also wiftont-gable roof. The wood siding is paintedegren the east elevation; the
south elevation of the vestibule is whitewashed Filis of the vestibule and classroom block sibank piers. The south elevation
of the vestibule contains a paneled wood entry dibereast and west elevations of the vestibuléatosingle, four-over-four, wood-
sash windows with tacked screens. The east elevafithe classroom block has three bays, with singjk-over-six, wood sashes in
the center and right bays, and a half-light woouyedioor in the left bay. This door replaced argioral window. On the west
elevation there are three bays: in the right bayetlis a single, six-over-six, wood-sash that meg¢hose on the east elevation; in the
center bay there is a two-over-two, horizontal weadh; the opening in the left bay is boarded darthe east elevation, openings
in the wood siding indicate that there was a fefigth porch here, during the 70 years that thalimgilwas used as a residence, and
recently removed by the current owner.

On the north elevation there is a one-and-onestatfy addition. Although the precise date of camgion is unknown, the addition is
believed to have been constructed after Danielr&kiacquired the property in 1936 and convertedt¢heol house into a dwelling.
The addition’s front-gable joins that of the schbolse, but the ridge of the addition is east efsthool’s ridgeline. The addition
does not extend across the full width of the schoaise. A brick chimney pierces the western sldghepaddition’s roof. Like the
school house, the addition is clad in horizontabdsiding, with short lengths used on the wesear elevation. The wood siding on
the east elevation is painted green on the figgtrflThe north elevation of the addition abovefirst floor is clad in asbestos
shingles, which the current owner is in the proa#semoving. Remnants of the asbestos shingles\adent on the east elevation.
The sill of the addition sits on poured concreterqiThere is a single bay on the east elevatidheofddition. On the right side of
this bay, first story, there is a singular four-oi®ur, wood-sash; on the left is a glazed, paneledd door with four fixed lights.
Centered on the half-story of the east elevatiohefaddition is a six-light wood casement windoithwacked screen. In the center
of the north elevation of the addition there isglad wood entry door. On the west elevation ofdtidition there is a six-light wood
casement centered in the half-story.

There is a well located at the northwest cornghefaddition in a small frame shed. The shed sita poured concrete base. The
elevations are clad with siding paper and the shetlis covered with asphalt sheathing. Theredmall door located in the center of
the south elevation of the shed. The shed is badi¢e have been constructed after the Skinner pasch

The current owner has removed several interioranbtt divided the one-room schoolhouse into sélignag areas. A chair rail runs
around the perimeter of the large room. Below #ik the wall is covered with vertical board waiogng; above, the wall has been
opened by the present owner to reveal wood lathe.flbor boards are yellow pine. Window and doanfes are trimmed with
matching wood moulding. The vestibule walls matotse of the schoolroom. Both the exterior door thednterior door leading
from the vestibule are wood paneled. The extergmr dhas five panels; the interior door has fourglsand may date from original
construction. There is an opening in the floor amthe roof above at the south end of the buildsthe right of the door to the
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vestibule. This may have been the location of aestét the north end of the room there is a seabiblorick built into the wall
containing a stove flue. This arrangement appeadate from when the schoolhouse was used as dimtyvdlhe brick partially
covers moulding that may have framed one of thedialkboards found in the building by the presemer

The Black Swamp School retains a high integritjoohtion, setting, design, workmanship, materitgsling, and association. A later
addition from building's use as dwelling does riatidish overall integrity as it is not visible frothe public-right-of-way and built
with in-kind materials.



8. Significance Inventory No. PG: 87A-057

Period Areas of Significance Check and justify below

_1600-1699 __agriculture ___economics __ health/medicine __ performing arts

_ 1700-1799 __ archeology xeducation __industry __ philosophy

x1800-1899 ___architecture __ engineering ___invention __ politics/government

x1900-1999 __art ___entertainment/ __landscape architecture __ religion

__2000- ___commerce recreation _ law ___science
___ communications xethnic heritage __literature xsocial history
__community planning  __ exploration/ __ maritime history __ transportation
___conservation settlement __ military ___other:

Specific dates 1878-1935 Architect/Builder  Unknown

Construction dates 1899

Evaluation for:

National Register Maryland Register X not evaluated

Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form — see manual.)

SUMMARY

Schools have historically played an important inléfrican-American communities, fostering coop@atand cohesiveness among
African-Americans in a highly segregated societyisTwas especially true in Prince George’s CouMtgryland, where education
and religion were the twin pillars upon which nediéan-American communities were built in the laiaeteenth century.
Constructed in 1899 and largely retaining its evagiform, materials, and setting, Black Swamp Stiwa testimony to the
perseverance of a rural African-American commuaitd its belief in the value of education.

Following the Civil War, education was viewed bymyas the principal means for social and econoh@acement for a formerly
enslaved population. In Maryland and other stagegpathetic to the Southern cause, however, theseswgificant resistance to
providing public education for African-Americans.hié the state School Act of 1868 required Marylaodnties to provide public
education for African-American children, the eastischools were founded and supported by local aemitras with the aid of
philanthropic organizations and the Freedmen’s Burestablished by the federal government in 186fd emancipated slavén

its 1869 annual report, the Maryland State BoarHdication reported that there were seven “colopadilic schools in Prince
George’s County serving 234 pupil¥hese schools appear to have received no pulgijoost) as evidenced by the table that reveals
Prince George’s County had zero dollars in expeneti for colored schools that yédt.was not until 1872 when the Freedmen’s
Bureau disbanded that the county took over operatidhe colored schools.

The original Black Swamp School was constructeti8i8 on one acre that the Prince George’s Counsydof School
Commissioners purchased from J. Allen Hawkins daadvife, Charity, in 1877. The property was a pmrtof the 5 ¥z acres that
Hawkins, a former slave, had purchased in 1868 fBwnMathias Latimef. The land was part of Latimer’s plantation, Cole®ke.
Hawkins had been actively involved in the educatibAfrican-Americans in the area since at least2l&hen he was named by the

! Sherman E. Flanagan, “Development of Public Edaah Prince George’s County,” Master’s thesisjuénsity of Maryland,
1924, 51. Flanagan notes that funds for the estabknt of colored schools came from the “CitizeBaitimore. (A society.)”,
presumably the Baltimore Association for the Mamatl Educational Improvement of Colored People; t&gations in other states;
“Friends,” i.e., Quakers in England and Irelandol@ed people in the state;” and “Loans from vasisources.” He does not mention
support from the Freedmen’s Bureau.

% Table F in Maryland State Board of Education Refmryear ending September 30, 1869, reproducd&deanor Fay and A.
Mildred Hoyle,A Brief History of Early Times and an account a¢f feducational Progress in Prince George’s Countarytand
1965, Bethesda: Mental Health Study Center, Natiorsitute of Mental Health, 61

% Table E in Maryland State Board of Education refarthe year ending September 30, 1870 reprodircédy, “A Brief History,”
163.

* Maryland-National Capital Parks and Planning Cossioin (M-NCPPC), Black History Program Files, Uatitreport, 51
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Board of School Commissioners as one of threegessfor the former Freedmen’s Bureau school imdisigict> The school, known
as St. Thomas, had been constructed in Horsehegtdhfithe Aquasco district, in 1868he school gained its name from the
congregation that held services in the school ingldSt. Thomas Methodist Episcopal Chufch.

Officially “Colored School No. 2, District 8,” BldcSwamp School served as a replacement for thelFre&'s School in Horsehead.

The new school gained its colorful appellation frissproximity to Black Swamp CreékThe 1879 State Board of Education report
lists five colored schools built or enlarged durthg year ending September 30, however, none eéthehools is located in District 8
according to the document. Black Swamp School& fiustees were Wallis Fowler, Richard Ford, andllén Hawkins.

The 1878 school house was destroyed by fire in Es@Bthe Board of School Commissioners authorizedbnstruction of a new
building in early 1899.By the end of July, a new school house measuiirigy324-by-11 feet had been completed at a cost of
$426.05, with an additional $79.00 for furnishif§&xpenses for Black Swamp School during the 1888e8®@ol year included
$25.81 for rent, which may indicate that classesevireld in a rented space during construction.lgh the building was destroyed,
text books appear to have been saved with 55 nekstiesued by the county during the year bringimgtotal number of text books
allotted the school to 175. The annual report e¢seals that enrollment in the one-room schoollved@ high of 34 during the spring
session, but average attendance ranged betweard11Bdor the four school semesters.

In 1923-24, a committee of the Colored Public StAwostees Association conducted a survey of th&Céored Public Schools” in
Prince George’s County. The association was foriméday 1921 with the object of promoting better ealtional conditions for
African-American students, with an emphasis onrgjdichools in financial neédlsaiah Gray, a trustee of Black Swamp School,
served on the committee. The objectives of the citimenin publishing the report were explicitly #tdt Committee members sought
“to encourage and inspire patrons to take greaesgmal interest in improving their school platesbring about a greater sympathy
and interest on the part of white officials and &yprs, and to inform ‘outsiders’ as to educaticzmiditions in our county*? The
committee visited Black Swamp School, on Januatyd@4. They reported “The school building is nobsh but was poorly built.”
They urge the community to “organize and gradualtyk out plans for improved conditions.” If everyim the community
participates and raises money through differenvitiets, the Committee states, “you will not onlyosm have a new building, but you
will have a new spirit in your community that wilbt stop at school house improvemerits.”

After the Colored Public School Trustees AssociafReport, classes continued to be held in the oneyBlack Swamp School for
more than a decade. In February 1935, the commpaiitioned the Board of Education for a new sctimolding* In 1936, the
Board acquired two acres a short distance awath@opposite side of Croom Road, for constructiba new school that opened the

® |bid. The other trustees were Frank Wills and Watbwler

® M-NCPPC Black History Program Files, Untitled repd8

" Ibid., 53

® Ibid., 52

® M-NCPPC Black History Program Files, Untitled oefp 52

9 Maryland State Board of Educatic8® Report of the Public Schools of Marylari#99, 283. According to the document, four
school houses were built during the year, with farcAfrican-Americans and two for white studenttB colored school houses
replaced buildings destroyed by fire.

" Thomas J. Calloway, George D. Brown, Ignatius it Isaiah GrayA Survey of Colored Public Schools of Prince Gesrge
County, MarylandSeat Pleasant, MD: The Trustees’ Association, 1924,

12 Calloway,A Survey of Colored Public Schodk8

13 |bid., 16-17. Note: Most of the individual sch@eports exhort members of the community to greeffert on behalf of their
school.

14 Maryland Historical Trust State Historic Sites émiory Form, PG: 87A-12



Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Inventory of Inventory No. PG:87A-057
Historic Properties Form

Name Black Swamp School
Continuation Sheet

Number _8 Page 2

same yeat® The land was purchased from Ann R. Latimer, thegtiter of Dr. Mathias Latimer who, nearly 70 yesaslier, had sold
the 5 % acres to freedman Hawkins. The Black Sw&aimol property was purchased for $100 by Dani@ir&k in October 1936’
Skinner modified the school house for use as althgeland the property remained in the family foryears.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Black Swamp School is significant for its cluaea, interest, and value as a part of the devedmpnheritage, and cultural
characteristics of the region, and as an examptileeo€ultural, economic, social, and historic leyit of the County and its
communities. The Black Swamp School is also sigauift under National Register of Historic Placagedon A for being associated
with events that have made a significant contridrutd the broad patterns of our history.

5 M-NCPPC Black History Program files, Untitled repd2. The new school opened under the name PHil&School. The name
Black Swamp School was historically interchangethwhe Old Poplar Hill School as the school houss lecated in the Poplar Hill
community.

18 Prince George’s County Land Records, Liber 722pR®9
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Deed
HB 1: 517
October 13, 1868

Deed
HB 12: 476
August 10, 1877

Deed
722: 129
October 17, 1936

Deed
4535: 105
September 26, 1975

Deed
27066: 450
January 31, 2007

Deed
28276: 671
July 6, 2007

Deed
29121: 267
December 6, 2007

Chain of Title

Tax Map 174, Parcel 27

M.R. Latimer and Rtibzer to Allen Hawkins (5 % acres, $150.00)

John Allen Hawkins aidarity Ann Hawkins to Board of County Commissimne
of Prince Georgedsifty (1 acre, $75.00)

Board of EducatiorPoince George’s County to Daniel Skinner (1 acf€0$00,
“Old Poplar HilllGed School Property”)

Marie Skinner Howagrdrsonal representative of the estate of Louiser@kiper

Orphans Court Adtnation No. 23,945, subject to terms, uses amdlitions
contained in the will oblise Skinner, to Daniel Skinner, Henry Skinneillisén Lee
Skinner, Helen Yorkshikdizabeth Skinner, Marie Howard, Mary E. Hollandmks E.
Skinner, and Sterling $idén (1 acre, $10)

Prince George’s Couhtgryland to Fringe Benefit Investments LLC [Tatesof 1-
acre school lotienmiovements (assessed at $51,900) for $33,335.37]

Fringe Benefits Innastits LLC to 19011 Croom Road, LLC (1 acre, $64)100

19011 Croom Road, ltbQoanne Flynn (1 acre, $47,250)
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of surveyed property 1.0
Acreage of historical setting 1.0
Quadrangle name Lower Marlboro Quadrangle scale: 1:2000

Verbal boundary description and justification

Black Swamp School is sited on a one-acre lot of Mlap 174, Parcel 27. The parcel comprises the taiginally deeded to
Prince George’s County Board of School Commissienefd878. The triangular shaped property is bodratethe south by
Croom Road, Parcel 80 to the east and Parcel tt&tavest and north.

11. Form Prepared by

nameftitle Rosemary Faya Prola, Architectural Historian

organization The Ottery Group for M-NCPPC Planning Departmedate March 23, 2009
street & number 3420 Morningwood Drive, Suite 100 telephone  301.562.1975
city or town Olney state Maryland 20832

The Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties was officially created by an Act of the Maryland Legislature
to be found in the Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,
1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and record purposes only
and do not constitute any infringement of individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Maryland Department of Planning
100 Community Place
Crownsville, MD 21032-2023
410-514-7600



