New Carrollton (72-000)

New Carrollton is a mid-twentieth-century residential suburb in northwestern Prince George’s County.
Located approximately five miles from Washington, D.C., the community is bounded by the Capital
Beltway (I-495), Annapolis Road, the Baltimore-Washington Parkway, and Good Luck Road.

New Carrollton was originally part of the large landholdings of the Beall family, a prominent Prince
George’s County family that owned thousands of acres extending from Upper Marlboro to Georgetown.
In the nineteenth century, the Beall family constructed several houses for various family members
including at least two houses located near what is now known as New Carrollton.' The Beall family chose
to build their houses near the Washington-Annapolis Stage Coach Road, an important early road, now
known as Annapolis Road.”> Martenet’s map of 1861 documents the houses of Horatio Beall, J. Murphy,
B.I. Ridgeway, Mrs. Lanum, and L. Mitchell in the area that would become New Carrollton.’ In 1878, the
Hopkins map shows little new development in the area.”

The area remained largely rural and undeveloped until the twentieth century. The Beall, Beckett, and
Lanham families resided in the area and farmed the land. In the 1920s, Edward L. Mahoney purchased
300 acres of land near present-day Legation Road and constructed a modest Cape Cod dwelling for
himself in 1927. Mahoney also built stables and a training track for his horses.” In the late 1930s,
Mahoney converted the horse track to a midget and stock car racing track. Because of the success of the
racetrack, in 1941, Mahoney expanded and modernized the track. He opened the West Lanham Speedway
on his property, which attracted 8,000 fans on opening night.®

In the early 1950s, Mahoney’s neighbor Maurice Downes sold his property to Albert W. Turner, president
of the Berwyn-based Modern Construction Company.” Turner was known for developing other
neighborhoods and buildings in Washington, D.C. and Prince George’s County, including College Park,
University Park, Lewis Heights, and Hollywood.® Turner had grand plans for the property he purchased.
In 1953, Turner was able to successfully lobby the Maryland Legislature to incorporate an undeveloped
area between Riverdale and Lanham as the City of Carrollton, without having any residents living in the
prospective city.” Turner was elected as the first mayor of the City in 1954. He named the city for the
“historically famous family of Carrolls — founders of American democracy.”"

Between February 1953 and March 1959, Turner platted 17 sections of “Carrollton,” which he planned to
develop into a 1,300-house community. Buyers were able to select their house from 14 available models
that sold for $16,200 to $19,500. Sales in the development were initially handled by H. Carlyle DeLozier,
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a realtor based in Hyattsville."" As a result of the success of the community, in 1956 Turner offered six
additional models for sale. The houses contained two, three, and four bedrooms, and featured “plaster
walls, basements and slate roofs. All homes have colored bath fixtures, completely equipped kitchens,
fully sodded and shrubbed lots.” Prices remained affordable and were priced between $15,990 and
$20,950." “Qualified veterans” were attracted to the community with the promise of no down payment
and 30-year financing."

Turner marketed Carrollton as an affordable, attractive, and conveniently located community only 20
minutes from Washington, D.C. by car. He promoted his new city in conjunction with the new residential
development. Buyers in the community that “democracy built” would be able to “have a voice in
choosing your mayor, city council and other officials.”'* He promised future residents that living in
Carrollton meant “a new way of life for its citizens.”'> Turner’s community was attractive to buyers, and
by April 1957, over 250 houses were constructed.'®

Carrollton continued to be a great success and when Edward Mahoney died in December 1957, Turner
purchased Mahoney’s estate including his house and race track.'” Turner incorporated the 300-acre parcel
into the City of Carrollton and used Mahoney’s house as a construction office. Mahoney’s house and
racetrack were later demolished.'® Mahoney’s property became the site of Greenbrier, another of Turner’s
Modern Construction Company subdivisions in the City of Carrollton. By February 1963, the last lot in
Carrollton was sold. The city continued to grow and annexed additional land in subsequent years. In the
1960s, Turner continued to develop Carrollton, constructing shopping centers, apartment buildings, and
other commercial buildings in the area. In 1966, the city was renamed the City of New Carrollton, to
distinguish it from the other two Carrollton cities in Maryland."” By 1968, virtually every lot in New
Carrollton was improved.

The city continued to grow in the late twentieth century as the city government annexed adjoining land. In
November 1978, the Metrorail line was extended to New Carrollton, solidifying the community as an

established commuter suburb in Prince George’s County.>

There are currently no designated Historic Sites or Historic Resources in New Carrollton.

Windshield Survey

A windshield survey of New Carrollton was conducted in November 2007. The survey area includes
approximately 1,390 primary resources. The community contains a variety of buildings constructed
between circa 1953 and 1965. New Carrollton reflects the period from which it developed. Many houses
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illustrate the transitional nature of domestic architecture in the 1950s, reflecting both traditional elements
of the Colonial Revival style and more modern elements of the Modern Movement. Common building
forms include Cape Cods, ranch, minimal traditional, and split-level houses. Most houses appear to be
one of the 20 models designed by Albert Turner’s Modern Construction Company. Although the original
houses featured slate roofs, very few houses appear to retain that design feature. Other common materials
found in New Carrollton include aluminum, asbestos, and vinyl. Many houses incorporate brick on the
first story of the facade and other modern cladding materials on the second story and secondary
elevations. Reflecting its establishment as an automobile suburb, approximately 95 percent of houses
have either a carport or garage. The curvilinear streets of New Carrollton take advantage of the rolling
hills of the landscape. The community is predominately residential, although schools, churches, and
public buildings are also located within the neighborhood. Public buildings include Lamont Elementary
School, Charles Carroll Middle School, and the New Carrollton Recreation Center. Commercial
development is located on the perimeter of the neighborhood and is largely concentrated around the
shopping centers on Annapolis Road. The New Carrollton Metro Station is located south of the
community.

Historic District Evaluation

New Carrollton meets several Prince George’s County Heritage Themes including suburban growth and
residential architectural styles. New Carrollton meets the following criteria for designation as a Prince
George’s County historic district:

(D(A)(@) and (iv) — New Carrollton is representative of a planned mid-twentieth-century automobile
suburb. Platted in 17 sections between 1953 and 1959, it is indicative of the number of
affordable commuter suburbs established in Prince George’s County and the Washington, D.C.
metropolitan area in the mid-twentieth century. New Carrollton is also significant for being
established as a municipality before the construction of a single building in the community.

(2)(A)(1) — The houses in New Carrollton embody the distinctive characteristics of mid-twentieth-century
architecture, particularly of the Modern Movement. The 20 models provided by the Modern
Construction Company showcased mid-twentieth-century design and allowed buyers to choose
a house that reflected their personal aesthetic, but also complement that of their neighbors. As a
whole, the variety of architectural styles and forms in New Carrollton captures the transitional
nature of domestic architecture in the mid-twentieth-century, combining elements of both the
traditional and modern.

(2)(A)(@iv) — New Carrollton represents one of the most cohesive and unified mid-twentieth century
suburbs in Prince George’s County. The City reflects the evolution of suburbs in the larger
Washington, D.C. metropolitan area and the variety of domestic architectural styles and housing
forms demonstrates the evolution of suburban architecture in Prince George’s County.

New Carrollton also meets the following National Register criteria for designation as a historic district:

Criterion A — New Carrollton is significant as a mid-twentieth-century automobile suburb of Washington,
D.C. The large number of garages, carports, and driveways reflect the importance of the
automobile in the New Carrollton community. The platting of Carrollton was only the first
part of Albert Turner’s plan for the City of New Carrollton. Turner acted as a merchant builder
who marketed a lifestyle to residents of Carrollton, but he also served as a community builder,
securing large tracts of land, and creating a long-term plan for the development of the City of
New Carrollton. With this plan, residents of Carrollton played an integral role in the
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development of New Carrollton. Turner designed the community to appeal to a middle-class
commuter, creating an affordable community that featured attractive modern designs and
amenities desired by the middle class.

Criterion C — New Carrollton contains a collection of residential architecture that reflects popular styles
and forms from the mid-twentieth century. The community showcases 20 designs that
combined both traditional and modern elements that appealed to the growing middle class in
the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area. The distinctive style of the Modern Movement is
exemplified in the cohesive subdivision of New Carrollton.

In addition to its significance, New Carrollton remains a cohesive community with virtually no infill.
Most houses retain their original form and have had few alterations or additions. New Carrollton has
retained its integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Prepared by EHT Traceries, Inc.
January 2008
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New Carrollton, 1965 Aerial
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Looking southeast, 8505 Madison Street (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking southeast, 5807-5805 87th Avenue (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking southeast, 5817-5815 87th Avenue (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking northwest, 6008-6010 85th Avenue (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking southeast, 8501 Oglethorpe Street — 6003-6001 Westbrook Drive (EHT Traceries,
2007)
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Looking east, 5909 Westbrook Drive (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking west, 5806 Westbrook Drive (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking southeast, 5917-5915 85th Avenue (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking east, 8503-8501 Nicholson Street (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking southwest, 8317 Nicholson Street (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking south, 8309 Nicholson Street (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking southeast, 8315 Longfellow Street (EHT Traceries, 2007)



New Carrollton (72-000) 21

Looking northwest, 5702 84th Street (EHT Traceries, 2007)
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Looking west, 5708 84th Street (EHT Traceries, 2007)



