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Class Definition 
 
Under general supervision, performs highly skilled, advanced technical horticultural work 
to produce plants involving proper propagation and care of plants for use in Commission 
parks, gardens, office buildings, displays and in other facilities.  Assumes lead technical 
role in maintaining greenhouse or nursery areas including planning, scheduling and 
growing a high number of crops for numerous year round outdoor and indoor displays 
and in maintenance operations.  Independently produces specialized crops requiring 
advanced knowledge and skills.  Implements Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
practices in an accurate and safe manner to assist in managing pest damage with the 
least possible hazards to visitors, park property, and the environment.  Performs 
designated administrative tasks in support of technical Greenhouse supervisory and 
horticultural programs. 
 
This is the expert level in horticultural technician work involving all types of equipment, 
difficult specialized assignments, and directing and training other workers in greenhouse/ 
nursery procedures and practices.  Incumbents in this class are regularly given 
independent work assignments, but may work as part of a group.  Performs other related 
duties as assigned.  
 
Examples of Important Duties 
 
1. Independently grows plants and produces containerized reforestation trees, including 

scheduling, transplanting, pruning, watering and fertilizing.  Responsible for 
maintaining irrigation lines.  Fills orders to meet customer’s specific requests on strict 
deadlines; maintains inventory of materials and plants.  Plans crops such as topiaries 
with conservatory designer, topiary builder and other design/display shop staff. 
  

2.   Maintains plants, trees and crops; reserves, prepares and loads balled and 
burlapped trees.  Cleans and maintains water pumps, pools and  hoses.  Monitors 
greenhouse and conservatory temperatures, humidity and moisture levels, as well as 
heating equipment and other environmental conditions.  Maintains and follows crop 
schedules, grows and maintains plants through daily watering, pruning, fertilizing, 
staking, dividing and weeding.  Performs quality control measures and 
communicates with stakeholders on changing status of crops. 

 
3. Designs and coordinates annual outdoor/indoor displays ensuring paperwork is 

completed, permits obtained and crop delivery coordinated as necessary.  Tracks 
data on parasites, diseased and damaged insects and ensures reporting to proper 
agencies.  Conducts inspections; complies with federal, state or county permit 
conditions, trains staff in required procedures and practices, and insures compliance.  
Assists in construction and installation of props and hardscapes in displays; consults 
with and advises park staff on plant selection for park sites. 

 
4. Designs complex outdoor and indoor plant displays which include extensive theme 

development, host plant-insect interactions, custom made forms and hardscapes,  
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Examples of Important Duties (continued): 
 
 and interpretive material.  Coordinates and interacts with trade shops, exhibit shops, 

vendors and regulators.  Strict timelines must be observed for exhibit deadlines. 
 
5. Leads and instructs subordinate staff.  Checks work, coordinates schedules.  

Provides volunteer program support; prepares daily assignments with appropriate  
guidance and direction on horticultural and safety procedures.  Recruits volunteers  
and assists with processing paperwork.  Conducts workshops, demonstrations, 
lectures and tours to public.  Supervises seasonal and volunteer workers. 

 
6.   Implements Integrated Pest Management practices; determines approach and    

method of control.  Mixes and applies chemicals; maintains records.  Grows plants                   
for complex environments; takes lead role in managing greenhouse and nursery 
plant and soil waste to produce stable, usable compost and recyclable bi-products. 

 
7.   Operates mowers, tractors, front end loaders, snowplows, trucks, dump trucks, and 

other equipment to maintain facility grounds, or for deliveries.  Some vehicles may 
require attainment of CDL. 

 
8. Establishes production schedules; responsible for maintaining inventory system of all 

field nursery trees; assists customers with orders and reservations.   
 
9. Researches and evaluates materials to be purchased and makes recommendations.  

Makes purchases, originates purchase orders, processes invoices and interacts 
directly with vendors. 

 
10. Maintains compliance with county and state regulatory statutes on storm-water 

management.  Represents the Commission at meetings, advisory councils and other 
professional venues. 

 
11. Maintains records of expenditures, inventory, accidents and injuries, and other 

records as necessary.  Prepares reports as needed. 
 
Important Worker Characteristics 
 
A. Considerable knowledge of:  (1) general and specialized horticultural practices and 

procedures; (2) greenhouse or nursery management, nursery field and specialized 
plant production; (3) Integrated Pest Management (IPM) practices including safety 
procedures and use of pesticides; (4) Commission organization; Commission policies 
and procedures.* 

 
B. Skill in operation of:  (1) office equipment, including personal computer and 

applicable software; (2) greenhouse/nursery tools, including hand and power tools; 
(3) equipment, including backhoe, front end loader, dump trucks/water rigs, mowers, 
motor vehicles, tractors/augers; pesticide equipment/ chemical sprayers. 
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Important Worker Characteristics (cont’d.) 
 
 
C. Ability to:  (1) solve complex problems involving many variables; (2) implement and 

utilize IPM practices; (3) interpret and develop technical reports, instructions and 
correspondence; (4) organize work efficiently; (5) lead and direct staff; (6) provide 
courteous customer service/create and deliver presentations; (7) lift up to 49 pounds;  

 (8) make general repairs to buildings/some construction maintenance; (9) interpret 
rules, regulations and procedures to ensure compliance; (10) interact with the public. 

 
*Developed primarily after employment in this job class. 
 
Minimum Qualifications 
 
1. Associate of Arts Degree in Horticulture or related area plus three years of 

progressively responsible gardening and greenhouse/horticultural/nursery 
experience, or 

 
2. An equivalent combination of education, training and experience in horticultural, 

greenhouse or nursery work. 
 
3.   Valid driver's license in accordance with both State and Commission rules and       

regulations.  Driver's licenses must be unencumbered by restrictions, revocations 
suspensions, or points that could limit the employee's ability to drive Commission 
vehicles or perform driving duties required of their position.  

 
4. Maryland Department of Agriculture Pesticide Applicator’s certification. 
 
5.   Pass Commission medical examination. 
 
6.  Additionally, contingent upon area of assignment, some positions in this class may 
     require:  

a) U.S. Department of Agriculture Plant and Animal Protection Service Permit, for 
acquiring and maintaining live exhibits upon appointment, or within 6 months. 

b) Commercial Driver’s License with appropriate endorsement upon appointment, or 
within 6 months. 

 
Working Conditions 
 
Works in greenhouse and outdoor nursery.  Exposed to weather, dust and horticultural 
chemicals.  Personal protective equipment may be required to apply certain chemicals. 
Some driving is involved. 
 
 


