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SERI ES: Nat ur al Sci ences DATE: 1/ 13/ 88

Cl ass Definition

Under general direction, performs difficult agronomc, athletic field
managenent, turfgrass science, soil stabilization, soil conservation
and farm ng practices managenent services on a county-w de basis.

Pl ans, devel ops and coordi nates with Park Departnent regions
conprehensi ve managenment progranms to insure high quality playing
surfaces for sports turf areas and | awns. Devel ops, nonitors and
evaluates fertilization and pest control progranms for sone one
hundred athletic fields and other turf areas in County Park system
Eval uates and recomrends turf varieties for various needs; devel ops
farm management progranms for |ands | eased fromthe Conm ssion.
Assunes | ead resource role on agronon c and edaphic issues. Perforns
ot her related duties as assigned.

Exanpl es of | nportant Duties

1. Pl ans, devel ops, oversees and coordi nates nmai ntenance prograns
for athletic fields and turf areas. Defines goals and
obj ectives, sets standards. Reviews and approves athletic field
managenent prograns.

2. Provi des techni cal assistance on agronom c¢ and soil conser-
vation issues. Furnishes professional analysis and advice with
coordi nation of diverse professional staff. Provides policy

advi ce on various issues, procedures and prograns.

3. Wrks with architects on athletic field design projects.
Coordi nates major | and renovation and soil stabilization
projects with other Comm ssion units and governnment agenci es.

4. May direct and supervise staff. Plans, schedul es and assigns
wor k. Eval uates work and counsels staff on ways to inprove
performance. Selects and trains staff. Initiates disciplinary

action. Approves tine cards and | eave requests.

5. Designs bid specifications and requests for proposals (RFP' s)
for fertilizers, soil anmendnents, contract seeding, sodding,
soil stabilization, soil conservation projects. Evaluates

bi ds. Inspects work of contractors. Approves paynents.
6. Conducts inportant research in agronony, soil science and
athletic field managenent. Reviews technical literature,

conducts surveys, exchanges information with other organizations



The Maryl and- National Capital Park and Pl anning Comm ssion

Tl TLE: Agronom st GRADE: H CODE: 4446
SERI ES: Nat ural Sci ences DATE: 1/ 13/ 88

Exanpl es of |Inportant Duties (Conti nued)

and attends professional conferences to identify new prograns,
met hods and materials which m ght be useful to unit.

7. Meets with citizens, community groups, recreation councils,
sports | eagues, Board of Education, County Council and other
governnent agencies to identify needs, plan prograns and answer
guesti ons about agronom c, soil conservation and athletic field
progranms. |nvestigates conpl aints.

8. Prepares program budget requests. Prepares and coordi nates
annual budget requests for prograns.

| nportant Worker Characteristics

A Consi der abl e know edge of (1) agronony; (2) turf grass science;
(3) soil science; (4) supervision; (5) nmanagenent; (6)
pesticides; (7) Comm ssion activities;* (8) environnmental
science; (9) parks; (10) Comm ssion organization;* (11)
horticulture; (12) chem stry.

B. Skill in operation of (1) vehicle; (2) calculator; (3)
m croconmputer;* (4) user-friendly software;* (5) soil
chem stry sanpling equi pnent.

C. Consi derable ability to (1) apply agronom ¢ and soil science
principles to solve conplex problens involving many vari abl es;
(2) plan, organize and coordi nate work of unit efficiently and
effectively; (3) supervise and evaluate the work of staff;
(4) conduct data anal yses and prepare technical reports and
correspondence; (5) mke effective witten and oral
presentations; (6) negotiate effectively anong varyi ng vi ew
points; (7) comrunicate effectively with the public; (8)
establish and maintain effective working rel ationshi ps, both
I nsi de and outside the Conm ssion.

* Devel oped primarily after enploynment in this job class.

M ni num Qualifications

1. Bachel or's degree in agronony, turf grass science or related
field or five years of relevant and increasingly responsible
agronom c experience, or master's degree and three (3) years of
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M ni mum Qualifications (Continued)

such experience which involved supervision or managenent of
ot her people; or

2. An equi val ent conbi nati on of education and experience.
3. Valid Maryland driver's license or ability to acquire one.
4. State pesticide certification within six (6) nonths.

Wor ki ng Condi tions

Works in office and field. Mbdderate pressure to neet deadli nes.



